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Rawlings-Blake Launches New
Plan to Tackle Baltimore Blight

By Shernay Williams
AFRO Staff Writer

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake has
announced an elaborate strategy to tackle the
city’s vacant properties and reduce blight. The
plan calls for a streamlined sales process of
vacant structures, stricter code enforcements
for slumlords and tax incentives to entice more
homebuyers and developers to invest in the
16,800 vacant properties that loom in the city.

These thousands of tenantless homes are
not just abandoned properties, but dilapidated
eyesores, says Matthew Kachura, program
manager for the local databank, Baltimore
Neighborhood Indicator’s Alliance. Boarded

“The simple truth is that

" urban blight in Baltimore is a

problem of too much supply
and not enough demand.”

up structures are scattered throughout the
city but are highly concentrated in certain
neighborhoods. According to Kachura’s data,
Perkins Middle East and Greenmount East top
the list of Baltimore neighborhoods with the
most vacant properties.

The mayor’s new plan will be the most
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